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1 Recommendation

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is required under the legislation for the
electoral representation review to make a recommendation to the Minister for Local
Government as to the number of councillors and the electoral structure that provides fair
and equitable representation for the voters of Horsham Rural City (s.219D Local
Government Act 1989).

The VEC recommends that the Horsham Rural City Council consist of seven
councillors to be elected from an unsubdivided municipality.

This recommended structure is indicated in the map on the back page of this Report and
is the same as the current structure.

2 Background
2.1 Legislative basis

The Local Government (Democratic Reform) Act 2003, which amended the Local
Government Act 1989 (the Act), was passed by the Parliament in Spring 2003. The
amendments included provisions for independent electoral representation reviews of
all Victorian councils. In accordance with this new legislation, the Horsham Rural
City Council received notice pursuant to s.219C of the Act from the Minister for Local
Government that an electoral representation review was to be conducted for Horsham
Rural City. The notice appeared in the Victoria Government Gazette on 29 July 2004.

Under the legislation, a council is required to appoint an electoral commission to
conduct an electoral representation review. On 26 August 2004, the Horsham Rural
City Council advised that it had appointed the VEC to conduct the review.

The purpose of an electoral representation review is to recommend an electoral
structure that provides fair and equitable representation for the persons who are
entitled to vote at a general election of the Council. Matters to be considered by the

review are:
a) the number of councillors;
b) the electoral structure of the municipality (whether the municipality should

be unsubdivided or divided into wards; and, if the municipality is to be
subdivided, the number of wards and the number of councillors to be elected
for each ward); and
c) if the recommendation is for the municipality to be divided into wards,
boundaries for the wards that will:
i. provide for a fair and equitable division of the municipality; and
ii. ensure equality of representation, through the number of voters
represented by each councillor being within 10% of the average number
of voters represented by all councillors.

2.2 The VEC and electoral representation reviews

The VEC has ten years’” experience in working on municipal ward boundaries, being
contracted by councils to prepare options for their consideration. VEC staff have also
worked for the Electoral Boundaries Commission in State redivisions. In doing this
work, the VEC has used sophisticated mapping software, conducted field research and
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has developed expertise in preparing electoral boundaries that both comply with
legislative approximate equality requirements and respect communities of interest.

The VEC has engaged Mr Vern Robson to provide expertise in the field of local
government. Mr Robson has worked in local government since 1955, and has been the
Town Clerk and Chief Executive Officer of the City of Warrnambool, the Chief
Commissioner of the City of Ballarat, the Administrator of the Mansfield Shire Council
and the Director of the Local Government Branch of the Department of Infrastructure.

2.3 Municipality profile

Horsham Rural City was formed in 1995 by the amalgamation of the City of Horsham
with most of the Shires of Wimmera and Arapiles and parts of the Shire of Kowree.

At the 2001 Census, the population of Horsham Rural City was distributed in the
following way:

Horsham: 74.4%
Natimuk: 2.3%
Rural Balance: 23.3%

With such a high proportion of people living in Horsham, the agriculture, forestry and
fishing sector accounts for only 13% of employment in the municipality. The retail
sector and health and community services sector are the other major employers.
Manufacturing accounts for a relatively small proportion of the economy compared to
most regional cities in Victoria. Unemployment levels across all age groups are lower
than for regional Victoria as a whole.

As in most of regional Victoria, the majority of residents come from an English-
speaking background, with relatively small numbers of people from other backgrounds
(mostly European).

The latest figures released by the Department of Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) suggest that the population is expected to increase by 4.81% over the next
eight years, a lower rate than for regional Victoria generally. This is in distinct
contrast to neighbouring municipalities such as West Wimmera, Hindmarsh and
Yarriambiack, all of which are expected to undergo substantial population declines
over the same period. There is expected to be a change in the age structure of the
City as in regional Victoria as a whole, with people over 50 years of age becoming a
higher proportion of the total population.

(Sources: DSE: Victoria in Future 2004; DSE: Regional Victoria in Fact 2001; DSE: Towns
in Time; DSE: Know Your Area).

2.4 Current electoral structure

Horsham Rural City is currently represented by seven councillors elected from an
unsubdivided municipality.

3 Electoral representation review process

Section 219D of the Local Government Act 1989 specifies that the purpose of an electoral
representation review is to achieve “fair and equitable representation for the persons
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who are entitled to vote at a general election of the Council.” To achieve this, the VEC
proceeds on the basis of three main principles:

1: to ensure that the number of voters represented by each councillor is within 10% of
the average number of voters per councillor for that municipality

Populations are continually changing - they grow in some areas and decline in
others. Over time, these changes can lead to some wards having larger or smaller
numbers of voters. As part of an electoral representation review, the VEC needs to
correct any imbalances that have come about. The VEC also tries to make sure that
the boundaries it sets will continue to provide equitable representation until the next
review is due in eight years, by taking account of likely future changes.

2: to take a consistent, State-wide approach to the total number of councillors

Regarding the number of councillors, the VEC has adopted as a guide the numbers of
councillors in similar-sized municipalities of similar categories within Victoria. In
addition, the VEC considers any special circumstances that warrant the municipality
having more or fewer councillors than similar municipalities.

3: to ensure that communities of interest are as fairly represented as possible

Every municipality contains a number of communities of interest. The electoral
structure should be designed to take these into account where practicable. This is
important for assisting the elected councillors to be effective representatives of the
people in their particular municipality.

The VEC bases its recommendations on a number of factors, including the following:
» internal research specifically relating to the municipality under review;

» the VEC's experience from its work with other municipalities and in similar reviews
for State elections;

» the VEC's expertise in mapping, demography and local government; and

» careful consideration of all input from the public in both written and verbal
submissions made during the course of the review.

Input from the public is an important part of the process, but it is not the only factor
considered. The VEC seeks to ensure fair and equitable representation for all voters of the
municipality. This means carefully considering all views expressed in submissions from
the public, and also considering other factors, such as the best possible representation
for the various communities of interest in the municipality under review.

In considering public submissions, the VEC values the local knowledge and local
perspectives that are presented. The VEC believes it important to consider the issues and
information presented in submissions, as well as the arguments for particular structural
models. In reaching its recommendations, the VEC seeks to combine the information
gathered through public submissions with its own research in order to achieve what it
considers to be a fair and equitable result until the next review period. The VEC does not
make its recommendations based on a “straw poll” of the number of submissions
supporting a particular option.

Further details about issues considered by the VEC can be found in Sections 8.1 and 8.2
of this Report and in the Guide for Submissions (Appendix 9.4).
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4 Public involvement
4.1 Public information
The VEC informed the community about the electoral representation review through:

» advertising in newspapers;
» an article in the Horsham Rural City Council newsletter;

» conducting an information session at Horsham on 9 November 2004, to
outline the review process and to respond to questions from members of the
community;

» communicating with the Horsham Rural City community through the use of
media releases and the VEC website;

Y

developing an information leaflet for community groups;

Y

producing an article to appear in the October edition of the Council
newsletter;

publishing all preliminary submissions on the VEC website;
establishing a helpline for responding to community questions;
distributing a Guide for Submissions;

releasing a Preliminary Report on 17 December 2004 and making the Report
available at the Horsham Rural City Council offices, at the VEC office and on
the VEC website;

» publishing all submissions in response to the Preliminary Report on the VEC
website; and

» conducting a public hearing at Horsham on 15 February 2005.
4.2 Advertising

In accordance with s.219F(4) of the Act, the VEC published the following
advertisements for the electoral representation review:

YV V V VY

» a public notice of the review, detailing the process, appeared in The Wimmera
Mail-Times on 3 November 2004;

» a general advertisement covering several electoral representation reviews,
including the Horsham Rural City Council review, appeared in the Herald Sun
and The Age on 13 October 2004; and

» a notice that the Preliminary Report had been released appeared in The
Wimmera Mail Times on 17 December 2004.

See Appendix 9.1.
4.3 Media releases

Media releases designed to supplement the paid advertising were distributed to The
Wimmera Mail-Times, ABC Radio, Prime TV, Southern Cross TV and Win TV on
29 October and 17 December 2004. See Appendix 9.2.

4.4 Information leaflet

An information leaflet about the review was distributed from 29 October 2004 to
community groups within the municipality. See Appendix 9.3.
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4.5 VEC website

The VEC used its website to deliver information and to provide transparency in the
review process. All preliminary submissions and submissions in response to the
Preliminary Report were posted to the website to facilitate public access to this
information. The VEC website can be viewed at www.vec.vic.gov.au

4.6 Helpline

The VEC established a helpline to assist with public enquiries concerning the electoral
representation review process.

4.7 Guide for Submissions

The VEC developed and distributed its Guide for Submissions to help those persons
interested in making submissions. A copy of the Guide is attached. See Appendix 9.4.

5 Preliminary Report

In accordance with s.219F(6) of the Act, the VEC produced a Preliminary Report
containing its preferred option for the Horsham Rural City Council. In developing this
option, the VEC considered preliminary submissions made by various persons and groups,
as well as various other relevant factors.

5.1 Preliminary submissions

The VEC received five preliminary submissions by the closing time (22 November 2004
- 5.00 pm). All five submissions supported seven councillors, although one
submission also put forward an alternative proposal involving nine councillors. All
five submissions preferred an unsubdivided structure. One submission also suggested
a model with three wards electing three councillors each.

Appendix 9.5 contains details of those persons and groups making preliminary
submissions. Copies of the submissions can be downloaded from the VEC website,
www.vec.vic.gov.au

5.2 VEC research

In addition to information provided in submissions, the VEC conducted its own
research. This included research into the demographics of the municipality, using a
number of data sources including the 2001 Census. The VEC also took into account
changes predicted by the Department of Sustainability and Environment and the
Department of Infrastructure. Summaries of some of this research were published in
the Guide for Submissions, the Preliminary Report and in Section 2.3 of this Report.

Development projections based on information presented by the Council were also
taken into consideration. Extensive fieldwork was conducted throughout the
municipality by the VEC. In addition, the VEC examined the considerations of the
Horsham Rural City’s Commissioners when they recommended the current structure in
1996.

5.3 Recommended option

Having considered the issues outlined in the preliminary submissions and other
relevant factors, the VEC proposed one preliminary preferred option for public
comment:
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» That the Horsham Rural City Council consist of seven councillors to be elected
from an unsubdivided municipality.

This option is the same as the current electoral structure.

6 Response submissions

In accordance with s.219F(7) of the Act, the VEC invited written submissions in response
to the Preliminary Report. The VEC received one response submission by the closing time
(31 January 2005 - 5.00 pm).

The submission supported the VEC's preliminary preferred option. It argued that seven is
the most appropriate number of councillors because that number “has proved appropriate
and workable in delivering streamlined decision making, accessible representation and
accommodation of the Councillor workload.” The submission suggested that an
unsubdivided structure provides the most effective representation given the physical area
of the municipality and the distribution of its population. That is, because the
municipality is relatively compact and most of the population is in the urban area of
Horsham, there is a mutual reliance between urban and rural areas and therefore a
community of interest throughout the entire municipality. In such cases, a whole of
municipality approach is most appropriate and it is sensible for all voters to vote for all
candidates and to be able to approach any councillor.

A list of persons and groups that made preliminary and response submissions is provided
in Appendix 9.5. Copies of the submissions can be downloaded from the VEC website,
Www.vec.vic.gov.au

7 Public hearing

A public hearing was held at the Civic Centre, Horsham, on 15 February 2005 at 6.30 pm.
The Council, which made the submission in response to the VEC's Preliminary Report, was
invited to speak to its submission, and chose to do so. Members of the public were
invited to attend, and there was a total audience of six people (including those
presenting).

The presentation emphasised that:

» there is a community of interest around the urban area of Horsham, even
extending to the edge of the municipality, as people travel to Horsham for work,
education etc., farmers retire to Horsham and urban businesses are intimately
linked to the rural area;

» the unsubdivided structure provides all voters with the chance to vote for all
candidates and makes all councillors responsible for the whole municipality
(including the rural areas);

» subdivision into wards might lead to competition between councillors for funding
for their own wards;

» the unsubdivided structure has provided a spread of rural and urban councillors at
elections since 1997; and
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> if the number of councillors were reduced, councillors would have to withdraw
from a number of committees.

It was suggested that geography was not the most important fact determining people’s
voting preferences.

8 Findings and recommendation

The Act states that the purpose of the electoral representation review is to consider two
matters. The first matter is the number of councillors for the municipality and the second
matter is the electoral structure of the municipality.

8.1 Number of councillors
Issues considered by the VEC

The legislation provides that a council must consist of between 5 and 12 councillors
(s.5B(1)). It does not, however, prescribe the matters to be considered by the
reviewer in recommending the number of councillors for a municipality.

The VEC has therefore been required to identify the appropriate matters to take into
account when considering the number of councillors.

In terms of voter numbers, Victorian municipalities vary from approximately 4,000 to
over 161,000. The VEC applies the legislative provisions relating to numbers of
councillors in a logical way, with those councils that have the largest number of
voters having the most councillors, and those councils that have the least number of
voters having the fewest councillors.

In most cases, the electoral structure and the number of councillors were established
by the Commissioners when local government was restructured between 1993 and
1995. Commissioners did not have the benefit of a State-wide reference when
considering the appropriate number of councillors for their respective municipalities.
The result was a degree of disparity in councillor numbers for similar types of
municipalities. The VEC has produced a table that lists each municipality and the
councillor to voter ratio. The table differentiates between rural, regional and
metropolitan councils in recognition of the different circumstances and needs
between these categories of councils. The table has been a valuable reference point
in considering the appropriate number of councillors and was made available to the
public in the Guide for Submissions. The information has enabled the VEC to compare
a council being reviewed to councils with similar voter numbers and areas.

The VEC also considers whether the number of voters in the municipality is
anticipated to increase or decline in the period between reviews (approximately eight
years). Population forecasts produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the
Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment have been used to assist the
VEC in making its assessment.

In addition, the VEC considers any special issues or circumstances that may require a
council to have more or fewer councillors than would otherwise be the case. Public
submissions provide valuable information regarding any such issues or circumstances.
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The VEC's findings

In its Preliminary Report, the VEC found seven to be the appropriate number of
councillors for the Horsham Rural City Council. The VEC noted that a number of
regional cities with similar voter numbers have seven councillors, such as Swan Hill,
Benalla and Wangaratta. The City of Wodonga and Warrnambool City also have seven
councillors, despite having substantially larger numbers of voters. These municipalities,
however, cover significantly smaller areas than Horsham Rural City. The VEC believes
that the larger area of Horsham Rural City leads to increased councillor workloads
compared to the geographically smaller Cities and therefore considers that seven is a
fair number of councillors despite the City having fewer voters.

It was suggested by the Commissioners in 1996 that seven would be a sufficient
number of councillors to represent the diversity of Horsham Rural City. Preliminary
and response submissions expressed the view that this number has, in practice,
proven to be sufficient. The VEC agrees that seven seems an appropriate number
given the VEC's considerations as explained in the previous section of this Report.
The VEC also notes that Horsham Rural City is predicted to have a steady but not
exceptional population growth rate between 2004 and 2012 compared to other
regional cities.

All preliminary submissions and the response submission advocated seven councillors.
The VEC was not provided with any reasons to question its preliminary findings.
Consequently, the VEC confirms its view that seven councillors are most likely to
provide fair and equitable representation to the voters of Horsham Rural City for at
least the next eight years.

8.2 Electoral structure
Issues considered by the VEC

Provisions within the Act allow for a municipality to be unsubdivided, with all
councillors elected “at large” by all voters, or for a municipality to be subdivided into
a number of wards. If wards have only one councillor, councillors are elected using
preferential voting. Under an unsubdivided or a multi-councillor ward structure,
councillors are elected through proportional representation. With each system, voters
mark their ballot papers the same way.

If the municipality is subdivided into wards, there are three options available:

» single-councillor wards;

» multi-councillor wards; and

» a combination of both single-councillor and multi-councillor wards.
Boundaries for wards must:

» provide for a fair and equitable division of the municipality; and

» ensure equality of representation, through the number of voters represented
by each councillor being within 10% of the average number of voters per
councillor for the municipality.

In addition to the legislative requirements, a number of other factors were
considered when evaluating subdivided structures. These factors included:
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» communities of interest (Communities of interest are groups of people who share
a range of common concerns. They may occur where people are linked with each
other geographically, economically or through having particular needs.);

» spreading developing areas over a number of wards;

» using logical boundaries such as main roads, physical features and existing
boundaries for easy identification of wards; and

» taking account of likely population changes.

In developing ward boundaries, the VEC aims to achieve the best possible balance
between these criteria.

The VEC’s findings

In conducting electoral representation reviews, the VEC follows an extensive process
of consideration as required by legislation. In the first instance, the VEC considers
preliminary submissions along with a wide variety of other information in order to
develop a preferred and (in most circumstances) an alternative electoral structure
option for the municipality in question. The VEC then makes the options available in
its Preliminary Report, to be assessed by the public in response submissions and at
the public hearing. Having considered the feedback, the VEC then makes a
recommendation.

The VEC followed this process during the Horsham Rural City Council review. The
initial stages of consideration resulted in a preferred electoral structure, which was
put to the public in the VEC's Preliminary Report. The submission received by the VEC
in response to the Report and statements made at the public hearing affirmed the
suitability of the VEC's preferred option.

Should the municipality remain unsubdivided?

In coming to a recommendation, the VEC considered a number of options. Firstly, it
considered whether or not the municipality should remain unsubdivided.

The VEC noted that there are a number of advantages to the current unsubdivided
structure which are particularly appropriate to the nature of Horsham Rural City. An
unsubdivided structure:

» allows all voters to vote for all candidates;

» makes all councillors responsible for, and accountable to, all areas of the
municipality; and

» allows voters to elect representatives of non-geographically-specific
communities of interest (e.g. farming or tourism) if they wish.

The VEC considers these features particularly appropriate to municipalities where
there is a high degree of inter-dependence between the major regional city and other
parts of the municipality - that is, where decisions affecting one area of the
municipality also impact on other areas, and where communities of interest may
extend throughout the municipality. The VEC believes that such inter-dependence
exists between Horsham and the other communities within the municipality. Several
preliminary and response submissions emphasised that there is a close connection
between urban and rural areas of the municipality through family, business, sporting
and recreation activities. They also explained that Horsham is the primary service
centre for most residents of the municipality - this means that many rural residents
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must regularly travel to Horsham and use its facilities. These rural residents therefore
have a clear personal stake in what happens in Horsham.

For these reasons, the VEC determined that an unsubdivided structure was its
preliminary preferred option for Horsham Rural City Council.

Should the municipality be divided into wards?

The VEC also considered whether there would be any advantages from dividing the
municipality into wards. The VEC came to the view that a subdivided structure would
not in any way meaningfully reflect communities of interest within the municipality.
In order to meet the legislative requirement that no councillor may represent more
than +10% of the average number of voters represented by councillors in the
municipality, any subdivided structure would necessarily involve five of the seven
councillors coming from the urban area of Horsham, with only two councillors coming
from the rural area. The VEC does not believe that the rural area can be divided into
two areas in a way that reflects communities of interest. The VEC also noted in the
Report that rural wards would have to be very large geographically, so that
councillors would have to travel substantial distances in order to be accessible to all
residents within rural areas.

The VEC generally provides alternative options in its Preliminary Reports. However,
the VEC only provides alternative options when options can be designed that provide
fair and equitable representation. The VEC believes that no subdivided structure
would provide such representation in the case of Horsham Rural City Council. The VEC
therefore did not provide any subdivided options as alternatives in its Preliminary
Report.

The options are tested

As noted above, legislation provides that in conducting an electoral representation
review, the VEC must put forward its initial preferred option and any alternative
options in a Preliminary Report. The VEC must also invite written submissions on the
Report and it must hear verbal presentations if any person making a submission so
requests. In effect, the Preliminary Report provides the VEC with an opportunity to
test its preliminary option(s) before formulating a final recommendation for the
Minister to consider. Similarly, written and verbal responses to the Report operate
either to affirm or deny the appropriateness of the electoral model(s) suggested by
the VEC.

The VEC received one submission in response to its Report, which supported the
preliminary preferred option. The presentation at the public hearing provided further
details supporting the appropriateness of an unsubdivided structure, as explained
above. No information was presented to the VEC to make it question its preliminary
considerations.

Following this process, the VEC confirms its recommendation of an unsubdivided
structure for the Horsham Rural City Council. The VEC is confident that this structure
will best provide fair and equitable representation at least until the next electoral
representation review is undertaken.
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8.3 Recommendation

Having taken into account all relevant factors, including the submissions and
presentations at the public hearing, the VEC recommends that the Horsham Rural City
Council consist of seven councillors to be elected from an unsubdivided municipality.

Steve Tully

Electoral Commissioner
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10N review

9.1 Public notices of the electoral representat
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Electoral Representation Reviews

The Minister for Local Government has given notice under section 219C of the Local Government
Act 1989 that there are to be electoral representation reviews of the following councils:

¢ Central Goldfields Shire Council e Brimbank City Council

e Monash City Council e Glen Eira City Council

e Mount Alexander Shire Council ¢ Maribyrnong City Council

e Hindmarsh Shire Council e Horsham Rural City Council
e Mildura Rural City Council ¢ Loddon Shire Council

¢ Yarriambiack Shire Council ¢ West Wimmera Shire Council

The councils have appointed the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) to conduct the reviews.

What are the reviews about?

The aim of the reviews is to ensure fair and equitable electoral representation for the voters of

these municipalities. For each municipality, the VEC will recommend to the Minister for Local

Government:

e the appropriate number of councillors;

o whether the municipality should be unsubdivided or divided into wards; and

 if the municipality is to be divided into wards, how many wards there should be, the number of
councillors per ward and the ward boundaries.

Under an unsubdivided or a multi-councillor ward structure, councillors are elected through

proportional representation. Under a single-councillor ward structure, councillors are elected using

preferential voting. With each system, voters mark their ballot papers in the same way.

What will the VEC consider?

The VEC will consider the numbers of councillors and the electoral structures of comparable
municipalities, communities of interest, demographics and growth potential. Arguments and
information in public submissions will assist the review.

Any person or group may make a written submission to the VEC regarding electoral representation
for these municipalities. The VEC recommends consulting its Guide for Submissions first.

Making a submission

Further information about making a submission can be found in the Guide for Submissions.
Submissions can be made by mail, fax or email. Submissions must reach the VEC by 5.00 pm on
the following dates:

e C(Central Goldfields Shire: 1 November 2004 ¢ (ity of Brimbank: 15 November 2004
¢ City of Monash: 1 November 2004 o C(ity of Glen Eira: 15 November 2004
e Mount Alexander Shire: 1 November 2004 ¢ (ity of Maribyrnong: 15 November 2004
e Hindmarsh Shire: 8 November 2004 e Horsham Rural City: 22 November 2004
e Rural City of Mildura: 8 November 2004 o Loddon Shire: 22 November 2004
e Yarriambiack Shire: 8 November 2004 o West Wimmera Shire: 22 November 2004

For a Guide for Submissions or further information, call 13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au

Victorian Electoral Commission @
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Electoral Representation Review

Horsham Rural City Council

Preliminary Report

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) is conducting an electoral representation review for the Horsham Rural City Council. The review aims to
achieve fair and equitable electoral representation for persons who are entitled to vote at the Council’s general election. Having considered a
range of information, including ideas contained in public submissions, the VEC has now released a Preliminary Report including its

recommendations.
Horsham Rural City Council Preliminary Preferred Option

What are the recommendations in the Report?
Horsham Rural City currently has seven councillors, elected from an
unsubdivided municipality.

Preliminary preferred option
The Report recommends that the Horsham Rural City Council consist of
seven councillors, to be elected from an unsubdivided municipality.

Kalkee

Pimpinio

The map on the right shows the option.

Doden

Harsham

Where is the Report available?

Copies of the Preliminary Report are available from:

* the Horsham Rural City Council offices, Civic Centre, Roberts Avenue,
Horsham;

* the VEC website, www.vec.vic.gov.au; and

e the VEC on 13 18 32.

Natimuk

| Quantong v

Noradjuha

Wonwondah
Lahd§um

w}ﬁjnugu
Response submissions on the Report

Any person or group may make a response submission to the VEC about
its Preliminary Report. Submissions can be:

* posted to the VEC at Level 8, 505 Little Collins Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000;
* emailed to horsham.review@vec.vic.gov.au; or

« faxed to (03) 9629 9330.

Toolondo,

Bfimpaen — Wartook

Horsham Rural City Council
Unsubdivided
Councillors: 7

The VEC recommends obtaining a copy of the Report and consulting its
Guide for Submissions first. These documents can be obtained free of
charge from the VEC.

Submissions must include the following information about the person or group making the submission:

* name;

* address;

* telephone contact number; and

¢ whether the person or group making the submission wishes to speak at a public hearing in support of their submission.

Submissions must reach the VEC by Monday, 31 January 2005 - 5.00 pm. Late submissions will not be accepted.
Submissions will be available to the public at the VEC office and on the VEC website.

Public hearing, Tuesday, 15 February 2005 - 6.30 pm

The hearing will be held at:

* C(ivic Centre, Roberts Avenue, Horsham.

The hearing is open to the public, but only those people who have indicated in their submission that they would like to speak in support of their
submission will be heard at the hearing.

Final Report, Monday, 7 March 2005

After considering a variety of sources of information, including arguments and evidence contained in submissions and provided at the public
hearing, the VEC will prepare its Final Report making recommendations to the Minister for Local Government.

Further information 13 18 32 or visit www.vec.vic.gov.au

Electoral Representation Review publications are available in large print on request.

Victorian Electoral Commission @
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9.2 Media releases

2 40 2 abeqd

2602 :40J|1puno) Jad SISI0A
bb9'bT 1SISIOA PajeWNST

/£ 1S10]|1PUN0)

1PUN0) A einy weys.oy

lopuojoo |

Py UoyiIweq
-jnwen

Yepuomuom

eynfpeioN

%002 3snbny 1€
Je Se s1aqunu Jaj0A pajewl}ss pue sauepunoq Ajedtunw juaund ayl smoys mojaq dew ay|

A31) 1eany weysioy

199YS 1084 BLPAlY

2 40 1 abeg

L€L0 6626 1PL
UOISSLWWOY 1B40193]3 UBLIODIA
ulqqug sy

:uoLeULIOJUL BLPAW JBYINY 104
= SAN3 -
Ne‘A0BIIA" DA MMM 33ISGIM JIA BU3 HSIA JO 2€ 8T €T UO JIA Y3 duoyda)ay ‘uoijewiojut 0w 104

*uo13I9)9
115uno) 3xau ay3 3e Ajdde pinom ssadoud mataas ayy woiy buiyinsal syuswabuelse 181030819 mau Auy

“JUSWIUIIA0Y 1eD0T 404 JBISLULY DY} YItm oday Jeuly sit abpo) 1)tm JIA 3yl - G002 YoIeW Z "Aepuoy

‘suotssLwgns

asuodsas u1ay3 Jo poddns ul yeads 03 9)qe aq J)m 3)dosd “buliesy a1qnd - G00g Menigeq GT “Aepsen]

“Joday Ateutwjald ay3 Inoge suolsstwgns asuodsas 1oy autjpeaq - WA 00°G - G00¢ AMenuer T¢ "Aepuoly

*suonydo
pauiagaud syt Butuiejuod pasesias aq J)m poday Ateutwalg s)3A Yl - ¥00¢ 19quiedsq Z1 "Aepuy

*J3A 343 03 pajiews 1o paxey ‘pajtewl
9 ued suoLsslwgns suotsstwgns Areutwaid 104 sutpeaq - WA 00°G - 00 I9GWIAON 22 "AEpuop

:94e MALARL uoLjeIudsaiIdal AJL) Jeiny weysioH ayl oy sajep Aay

*PIAJOAUL SANSSL
33} SULIINO LDLYM ‘SUOLSSLWIGNS 10} BPLNY St BULINSUOD SpUSWIWOIAI JIA BY] “M3LABI BY3 Aq paianod
SI9)3BW BY} YIM Seap 3L se Buo) se ‘a)qeidadde Aj30aad SL19338) ¥ "SIUSWNIOP 3}eI0qe}d 3G 0} dARY
30U Op SUOLSSLWQNS “M3LABJ Y} INOGE JIA Y3 0F UOLSSLLIGNS UM e dxew Aew dnoib o uosiad Auy

*suotsstwgns a1gnd ut aUIPLAD
pue syuswnbie Butpndul uoijewojul Jo dbueL B ISPLSUOD 1IM JIA BY3 ‘MaLARL S)L Buonpuod ug

WEYSIOH ‘ONUdAY SH2]OY ‘IIUD) JIAL) e
wd 0g°£ - ¥002Z J9qwanoN 6 ‘Aepsan]
194 UOLSSSS UOLIeWIosuL 8y) 104 S)Le3ap ay|

*}401299g BnoQ Jpy “JouoLSSLWWO) 1eI03I913 UBLIOLA Buljoy
aU3 ples ,'IaqWAAON 6 UO UOLSSaS uoljewnoyut o1gnd ay3 puslie pinoys malaal ay3 UL pajsaiajul auoAuy,

*2IN3ONA3S 184039919 S, Aedidtunw sy}

pue AnedioLunw ayj 104 S1011OUN0D 4O JBGWINU Y3 JAPLSUOD )M “()FA) UOLSSLWLIOY 181030313 UBLIOIILA
ay} Aq pazonpuod ‘matnal ay] unbaq sey AJL) Jeiny WeySsIoH 104 MALARL uoLeIudsaIdal 181030913 dy |

AVMYIANN S139 MIIATY NOILVINISI¥4IY
%002 1940320 62 ‘AepLi4 aseajas 104

UOISSIWLIOY) |B10123)F UBLIOIILA

9s5ea)9y eLpap

Page 16

ission

Victorian Electoral Comm



2 40 2 abeq

£ :s10]|1PUN0)
papiapgnsun
115UN0) A1) [eany weysioH

sooylem —— Ueeduig

wmn:—m m__uumnmn

Tl

|

eynfpesoN

Buojuend

wy
#‘
%

[

faedpiunw papiALpgnsun ue woiy pa3daje s10])1DUN0I UIAIS
*NOILJO @3¥¥343¥d AYVNIWITIYd

TIINNOJ ALI) TVINY WYHSYOH 404 NOILdO AIANIWWO0IIY 40 dVW

199YS 1084 eLpa|y

240 1 abeg

L€10 6626 191
UOLSSLWWOY) 1B40393])F UBLIOIIIA
ulqqug suyy

{UOLJBWLIOUL BLPAW JBYIN) 104

= SAN3 -

*000€ “"JLA ‘BUIN0g)aly ‘39313 SUI0] 811 G0G ‘8 19497 1B JIA Sy} 03 33LM 10 “‘2€ 8T €1
U0 A 3Y3 39BIU0D ‘NE*A0B"IIAIBA'MMM JUSIA UBD UOLJeLLIOjUL JeUOL}Lppe Saitnbai oym uosiad Auy

'G002 Yyasep £ ‘Aepuopy
UO JUSWUIDAOD) 18I07 404 J3ISIULK dYF YIm pabpo) aq J)m suoljepuawwodas pue Joday jeuld s,)3A ayl

‘wd 0g°9 38 600z Atenigaq g1 ‘Aepsan] uo
WEBYSIOH ‘BNUBAY SUI]OY ‘aIJUd) JIAL)
e buueay oygnd e
e 0s op 03 Ajtunpioddo ue aaey )im suotsstgns Jayy o poddns ut Apugnd syeads 03 ysim oym a1doayd

‘poday Aseutwiyaid

sy Butpaebai )37 ay3 yam suotsstwgns 36poy 03 g0z Atenuer 1€ ‘Aepuoly ‘wd 0o*g 13un saey a)dosd
*000€ “"ILA ‘dUIN0g)aly 19943S SuL}0] 91T G0G ‘8 19497 ‘@IJ0 JIA B3 1B pue ‘WeysioH

‘aNUBAY SHI]OY ‘213Ud) JLAL) ‘S3IL40 11DUN0) AYL) JeINY WEYSIOH 3Y3 Je J)qe)LeAr os|e st Joday

3y] * Ne'A0BIIA"IBA MMM JB 311S GaM ST DY} UO d)qejLeAe SL pue pasea]al usaq sey Joday ayl
*Aediunw papIALpgNSUN ue wouy pajds)d SI0N)Loaunod UaAdSs

aney 03 st uordo pauayaud Areutwipid s)3A YL "LOUN0) AL JeINY WEYSIOH Y3 104 UoLjejuasaidal
1810323)9 U0 Moday Ateutwiald 3L pasea)as Aepol (J3A) UOLSSLLUWOY 1e10303)3 UBLIOIILA B

@3SV3IT13Y LH0dIY AYVNIWITIYC ‘MITATY
NOILVLIN3ISI¥dIY TVH¥0LI3173 TIINNOD ALID TVHNY WYHSYOH

£002 19qwadaq /T ‘Aepuiy wouy ases)as 104

UOISSIILIO) 11019213 UBLIOPIA oSEd|oy eLPan

Page 17

ission

Victorian Electoral Comm



9.3 Information leaflet

Current structure of
West Wimmera Shire

West Wimmera Shire currently has five
councillors, elected from an
unsubdivided municipality. To the right
is a map showing the municipality
boundaries and the estimated number
of voters as at 31 August 2004.

How to make a submission

Get the Guide for Submissions by
telephoning the VEC on 13 18 32 or by
checking our website at
www.vec.vic.gov.au

Servj

Send your submissions to the VEC in
one of the following ways:

e post to Level 8,
505 Little Collins Street,
Melbourne, Vic. 3000; or

e email to
westwimmera.review@vec.vic.gov.au; or

e faxto (03) 9629 9330.

Why is this review being undertaken?
New legislation requires every Council to have an
independent electoral representation review every
eight years. The Minister for Local Government has
given notice of the first representation review for
West Wimmera Shire. The Council has appointed the
Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) to conduct the
review.

What will the review recommend?

In carrying out the review, the VEC aims to ensure

fair and equitable representation for voters of the

municipality.

The VEC will make a recommendation to the Minister

for Local Government as to:

e the appropriate number of councillors;

o the electoral structure of the Shire (whether it
should be unsubdivided or divided into wards,
how many wards there should be, and the
number of councillors per ward); and

e the boundaries of the wards (if the Shire is to be
divided into wards).

Under a single-councillor ward structure, councillors

are elected using preferential voting. Under an

unsubdivided or a multi-councillor ward structure,
councillors are elected through proportional
representation. With each system, voters mark their
ballot papers the same way.

What will the VEC consider?

In conducting its review, the VEC will consider such
factors as the number of councillors and the electoral
structure of comparable municipalities, communities
of interest, demographics and growth potential. The
VEC will consider a range of information including
ideas in public submissions.

Natimuk-

|, Frances'Rd

Electoral Representation

Review of the

West Wimmera Shire

West Wimmera Shire Council
Councillors: 5

Estimated Voters: 4,271
Voters per Councillor: 854

Kaniva-
Edenhope Rd

Step 1
Information Sessions

Monday, 8 November 2004
Kaniva District Office,

25 Baker St - 6.00 pm
Edenhope Civic Centre,

49 Elizabeth St - 8.00 pm

Anyone interested in making a
submission should attend.

Step 4

Response

Submissions
Deadline:

Monday, 31 January 2005 -
5.00 pm

Any person or group may make a
submission to the VEC about its
Preliminary Report.

Council

West Wimmera
Shire
Council

Conducted by the
Victorian Electoral Commission @

Key steps in the review

Step 2
Preliminary

Submissions

Deadline:

Monday, 22 November 2004 -
5.00 pm

Any person or group may make a
submission to the VEC. The VEC
recommends consulting its Guide
for Submissions.

Step 5
Public Hearing
Monday, 14 February 2005

Mechanics Hall, Elizabeth St,
Edenhope - 6.30 pm

People will be able to speak in
support of their response
submissions. They must request to
do so in their response submissions.

Step 3
Preliminary Report
Wednesday, 15 December 2004

The VEC will release a Preliminary
Report containing its preferred
option(s). The Report will be
publicly available.

Step 6
Final Report
Monday, 7 March 2005

The VEC will lodge a Final Report,
containing its recommendations,
with the Minister for Local
Government. The Report will be
publicly available.

Victorian Electoral Commission
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9.5 List of persons and groups making submissions

Preliminary submissions Response submissions
Hugh Delahunty, MP Horsham Rural City Council

Horsham Rural City Council
Don Johns, OAM, JP

The Proportional Representation
Society of Australia (Victoria-
Tasmania Branch)

Ivan Smith
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