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About this book

This book is for 

people who do not have a safe place to live. 

It is about

•	 enrolling to vote

•	 voting in elections

•	  non-voting fines.
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What is voting?

An election is when you make a choice about who 

is in charge. 

To make a choice you need to vote.

All votes are equal. 

Voting is your human right. 

Why should I vote?

You can help choose who is in government. 

The government makes decisions about your 

community. For example, about 

•	 health

•	 schools

•	 housing.

Australia has  3  types of government.

There is the 

•	 Federal government

•	 State government

•	 local council.



6	 Victorian Electoral Commission

You want to vote 

You need to enrol. This means you need to put your 

name on a list. 

18+
Who can enrol?

You can enrol if you are 

• an Australian citizen 

and

• aged  18   years or older. 

An Australian citizen is a person who was

•	 born in Australia 

or 

•	 born overseas but now lives in Australia.  

This person has made a special promise to follow  

the laws in Australia. This person has become an 

Australian citizen.
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 How to enrol

If you do not have a safe place to live 

you can still enrol to vote.

You do not need ID to enrol

Someone who is already enrolled to vote can 

confirm your identity. 

To enrol, get a no fixed address form from  

•	 a support worker

or

•	 the Victorian Electoral Commission.
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How to enrol

Ask someone you know to help you fill in the form. 

For example, a

•	 friend

•	 family member

•	 support worker.

This person needs to be enrolled to vote.

If you move into a permanent house you 

need a different form.  

Talk to your support worker.
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Fines

If you have never enrolled before

You will not be fined. 

We want everyone to enrol to vote. 

!! What if I have a fine for not voting?

Do not panic. Do not ignore it. 

•	 Call the Victorian Electoral Commission

Ask a support worker to help you. 
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Where to vote 

You may be able to vote at a 

•	 housing service you use

or

a voting centre for State elections. 

If you can’t vote in person, you can apply for a 

postal vote.

All council elections use postal votes only - you 

get a ballot pack in the mail.

Ask a support worker about this.

If you fill out the no fixed address form, your 

ballot pack will be sent to the address where you 

said you collect your mail. 

Voting is secret

You do not have to show anyone your vote.
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My information 

When you enrol, your name goes on a list. This 

list is called an electoral roll. 

Who can see the electoral roll?

Anyone can view the electoral roll.

If you enrol using a no fixed address form only 

your name will appear on the roll.

X
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How do I get this information in  
other languages? 

Telephone the number you need

(Amharic)

(Arabic)

(Bosnian)

(Cantonese)

(Croatian)

(Dari)

Dinka

(Greek)

(Italian)

(Khmer)
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For Information in all other languages 
telephone 9209 0112 

(Korean)

(Macedonian)

(Mandarin)

(Persian)

(Russian)

(Serbian)

(Somali)

(Spanish)

(Turkish)

(Vietnamese)
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More information

Ask your support worker  

Contact us

You can get more information from the  

Victorian Electoral Commission.

Website     vec.vic.gov.au 

Email         info@vec.vic.gov.au

Postal address
Victorian Electoral Commission,

Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Phone  
131 832

+ 61 3 8620 1100 (from outside Victoria)

If you are deaf, hard of hearing, and/or have 

speech impairment phone National Relay Service   

133 677 and ask for  03 8620 1100.

For speech-to-speech relay phone  1300 555 727 

and ask for  03 8620 1100.
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